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(57) ABSTRACT

A release mechanism including a fixed block with a rotating
shaft for toilet lids is described. The release mechanism
includes a shell, a fixed block, a rotating shaft, and a U-shaped
clamping spring. The shell includes a notch for the rotating
shaft. The fixed block includes a U-shaped recess that corre-
sponds to the notch on the shell. The rotating shaft rests inside
the U-shaped recess and the notch, connecting the toilet lid to
the seat ring. The U-shaped clamping spring engages with the
U-shaped recess and clamps the rotating shaft in place.

19 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
RELEASE MECHANISM AND FIXED BLOCK
FOR TOILET LIDS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of and priority to
Chinese Patent Application 201120372105.1, filed Sep. 30,
2011, the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated by
reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to toilet lid assemblies, and
particularly to a release mechanism (i.e., a mechanism allow-
ing the toilet lid to release from its engagement and move to
an open or closed position), and a fixed block for connecting
the toilet lid to the toilet seat.

A toilet’s lid and seat ring are typically connected together
by one or more rotating shafts positioned on each side of the
bottom end of the lid. Rotating shaft holes are located on each
side of the top end of the seat ring at positions that correspond
to the rotating shafts, and are configured to receive the rotat-
ing shafts.

Conventional toilet lid assemblies include a toilet lid, a
toilet seat, and a lid connection assembly. The lid connection
assembly includes a shell that forms an integral piece with the
lid, a fixed block, a rotating shaft and screws. The rotating
shaft is typically a metal material and is fixed at the central
position of the fixed block. The fixed block is typically a
plastic material, and a rotating shaft installation hole is
located at its central position. The tail portion of the rotating
shaft extends out of the fixed block through the installation
hole for engagement and installation with the rotating shaft
hole on the toilet seat ring. The head portion and the central
portion of the rotating shaft are positioned inside the fixed
block, and the rotating shaft and the fixed block are config-
ured to have a rigid connection. The fixed block and the shell
are also rigidly connected by two screws, and thus the rotating
shaft, the fixed block and the shell form a mutual rigid con-
nection.

In this conventional lid connection assembly, the rotating
shaft is locked inside the fixed block and cannot be removed.
When the lid is flipped (i.e. when the lid is subject to a force
far away from the seat ring) in this arrangement, the shell can
break as a result of the internal structural stress. If the lid is to
be dismantled, moreover, the fixed structure needs to be
opened, which is very inconvenient.

SUMMARY

An embodiment of the present disclosure relates to a
release mechanism for a toilet lid, including a shell that
includes a notch formed on the top of the shell. The release
mechanism also includes a fixed block with a U-shaped recess
corresponding to the notch on the shell and formed on the top
end of the fixed block. The fixed block has a continuous
U-shaped groove formed on the bottom surface and the two
sides of the U-shaped recess. The release mechanism also
includes a U-shaped clamping spring installed inside the
U-shaped groove and configured to engage with the U-shaped
groove.

The release mechanism further includes a rotating shaft.
The rotating shaft is configured to rest in the U-shaped recess
on the fixed block. The tail portion of the rotating shaft
extends out of the fixed block, and the central portion and
head portion of the rotating shaft are positioned in the
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U-shaped recess. The end surface of the head portion of the
rotating shaft attaches to a side of the U-shaped recess. The
U-shaped clamping spring clamps the central portion of the
rotating shaft.

Another embodiment of the present disclosure relates to a
fixed block of a rotating shaft for toilet lids, including a
U-shaped recess formed on the top end of the fixed block. The
fixed block also includes a continuous U-shaped groove
formed on the bottom surface and two sides of the U-shaped
recess. The U-shaped groove is configured to engage with a
U-shaped clamping spring. The U-shaped clamping spring is
configured to clamp the central portion of a rotating shaft. The
U-shaped recess is configured to attach to the end surface of
a head portion of a rotating shaft.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional toilet lid;

FIG. 2 illustrates a toilet lid with a release mechanism,
according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of the release mechanism iden-
tified in FIG. 2, according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4a is a three dimensional view from a first angle ofthe
rotating shaft identified in FIG. 3, according to an exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 4b1s a three dimensional view from a second angle of
the rotating shaft identified in FIG. 3, according to an exem-
plary embodiment;

FIG. 5 is an isolated view of the clamping spring identified
in FIG. 3, according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a view of the clamping spring when installed in
the U-shaped groove, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment; and

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the fixed block and the
clamping spring in the A-A direction identified in FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure will be described in detail below,
with reference to the accompanying drawings and specific
embodiments.

A toilet lid 101 with a conventional lid connection assem-
bly is shown in FIG. 1. The lid connection assembly includes
a shell 102 that forms an integral piece with a lid 101, a fixed
block 103, a rotating shaft 104 and screws 105. The rotating
shaft 104 is typically a metal material and is fixed at the
central position of the fixed block 103. The fixed block 103 is
a plastic material, and a rotating shaft installation hole is
formed at its central position (not shown in FIG. 1). The tail
portion of the rotating shaft 104 extends out of the fixed block
103 through the installation hole for engagement and instal-
lation with the rotating shaft hole on the seat ring (not shown
in FIG. 1). Portions of the rotating shaft 104 are installed
inside the fixed block 103, and the rotating shaft 104 and the
fixed block 103 are configured to have a rigid connection.
Two screw holes are located on the bottom of the fixed block
103, and two screws 105 form a rigid connection between the
fixed block 103 and the shell 102 through the screw holes.
Thus, the rotating shaft 104, the fixed block 103 and the shell
102 form a mutual rigid connection.

In this conventional toilet lid connection assembly, the
shell 102 can break as a result of the internal structural stress
when the lid 101 is flipped by a sufficient force (i.e. when the
1id 101 is subject to a force far away from the seat ring). Also,
the rotating shaft 104 is locked inside the fixed block 103 and
cannot be removed without dismantling the entire assembly.
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A toilet 1id 201 with the lid connection assembly of the
present embodiment is shown in FIG. 2. This lid connection
assembly includes a release mechanism on the side of the
bottom end of the lid 201. One or more release mechanisms
may be utilized on either side of the lid 201. The release
mechanism includes a shell 202 that forms an integral piece
with the lid 201, a fixed block 203, a rotating shaft 204, and a
plurality of screw installation holes 205 for installing screws.
The rotating shaft 204 is installed at the central position of the
fixed block 203.

The specific structure of the release mechanism in the
present embodiment is shown in FIG. 3. A U-shaped recess
2031 is located on the top end of the fixed block 203 at the side
closest to the toilet seat ring. A continuous U-shaped groove
(notshown in FIG. 3) is formed on the bottom surface and two
opposite sides of the U-shaped recess 2031. The U-shaped
clamping spring 206 engages with the U-shaped groove and is
positioned inside the U-shaped groove.

The rotating shaft 204 is installed to the U-shaped recess
2031 on the fixed block 203 through a notch 2021 on the shell
202. The position and size of the notch 2021 on the shell 202
are proportional to the position and size of the U-shaped
recess 2031 on the fixed block 203. The tail portion 2041 of
the rotating shaft 204 extends out of the fixed block 203, and
the central portion 2042 and head portion 2043 of the rotating
shaft 204 are positioned at the bottom of the fixed block 203
in the U-shaped recess 2031. The end surface of the head
portion 2043 of the rotating shaft 204 attaches to the inner-
most vertical side in the U-shaped recess 2031, and the
U-shaped clamping spring 206 clamps the central portion
2042 of the rotating shaft 204.

In an exemplary embodiment, the depth of the U-shaped
recess 2031 of the fixed block 203 is greater than the diameter
of the head portion 2043 of the rotating shaft 204, such that
the rotating shaft 204 rests within the fixed block 203.

The structure of the rotating shaft 204 in an exemplary
embodiment is shown in FIG. 4a and F1G. 4b. In this embodi-
ment, the rotating shaft is in the shape of a screw (or other
screw-type fastener). The tail portion 2041 and the central
portion 2042 of the rotating shaft of FIG. 4a and FIG. 4b have
a column structure similar to the threaded portion of a screw.
The head portion 2043 of the rotating shaft of FIG. 4a and
FIG. 4b is similar to the head portion of a screw, which is a
column structure coaxial with the tail portion 2041 and the
central portion 2042 of the rotating shaft 204.

In this embodiment, the tail portion 2041 and the central
portion 2042 of the rotating shaft of FIG. 4a and FIG. 4b are
in the shape of a cylinder, with the tail portion 2041 formed by
beveling two sides of a portion of the cylinder. The un-bev-
eled portion forms the central portion 2042 of the rotating
shaft of FIG. 4a and FIG. 4b. The head portion 2043 of the
rotating shaft of FIG. 4a and FIG. 46 is in the shape of a
cylinder, and may be formed by tangentially beveling the two
sides of the larger cylinder. The beveled surface of the head
portion 2043 of the rotating shaft of FIG. 4a and FIG. 45 is
parallel to the beveled surface of the tail portion 2041 of the
rotating shaft.

In an exemplary embodiment, the diameter of the head
portion 2043 of the rotating shaft of FIG. 4a and FIG. 45 is
greater than the diameters of the tail portion 2041 and the
central portion 2042 of the rotating shaft. The tail portion
2041 and central portion 2042 of the rotating shaft of FIG. 4a
and FIG. 4b thus form a step structure with the head portion
2043 of the rotating shaft. As shown in FIG. 4a and FIG. 45,
the end surface of the head portion 2043 of the rotating shaft
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and the end surface of the tail portion 2041 of the rotating
shaft are formed with chamfer angles in exemplary embodi-
ments.

The structure of the U-shaped clamping spring 206 is
shown in FIG. 5, according to an exemplary embodiment. The
bottom edge of the U-shaped clamping spring 206 is an arc,
which matches the curvature of the central portion 2042 of the
rotating shaft 204. Two side edges of the U-shaped clamping
spring 206 are provided with two arc bending portions 2061.
The top ends of the two arc bending portions 2061 extend
outward, and the distance between the two arc bending por-
tions 2061 is smaller than the diameter of the central portion
2042 of the rotating shaft 204.

As shown in FIG. 6, the present embodiment includes a
continuous U-shaped groove 2032 formed on the bottom
surface and two opposing sides of the U-shaped recess 2031
of'the fixed block 203. The groove 2032 extends from the top
ends of two opposing sides to the bottom surface of the
U-shaped recess 2031. The U-shaped clamping spring 206
engages with the U-shaped groove 2032 and is positioned
inside the U-shaped groove 2032.

Thebottom surface of the U-shaped recess 2031 is a curved
surface 2034 and a stepped surface 2035 from the edge of the
fixed block 203 to the innermost portion of the fixed block
203. The curvature and length of the curved surface 2034
match the curvature and length of the central portion 2042 of
the rotating shaft 204. The width and height of the stepped
surface 2035 match the width and height of the step structure
formed by the central portion 2042 of the rotating shaft 104
and the head portion 2043 of the rotating shaft 104. The
U-shaped groove 2032 is located on the curved surface 2034
ataposition where it is connected to the stepped surface 2035.

As shown in FIG. 6, a long rib 2033 is positioned within the
U-shaped recess 2031 on the innermost vertical side. The
long rib 2033 runs from the top end of the U-shaped recess
2031 to the bottom end of the U-shaped recess 2031.

A cross-sectional view of the U-shaped clamping spring
206 within the fixed block 203 is shown in FIG. 7. In the
present embodiment, a through-hole 2036 is located in the
U-shaped groove 2032 on the two opposite sides of the
U-shaped recess 2031 on the fixed block 203. The arc bending
portions 2061 of the U-shaped clamping spring 206 have top
ends that extend outward. The top ends of the arc bending
portions 2061 engage with the through-holes 2036 of the
U-shaped groove 2032.

In an exemplary embodiment of the release mechanism,
when the lid 201 is installed, the rotating shaft 204 is placed
in the U-shaped recess 2031 of the fixed block 203 through
the notch 2021 on the shell 202. The rotating shaft 204 is
installed by exerting a pressure to overcome the resistance
from the U-shaped clamping spring 206. This resistance may
be overcome by pushing the two bending portions 2061 of the
U-shaped clamping spring 206 outward, elastically deform-
ing the two bending portions 2061 and allowing the rotating
shaft 204 to enter the U-shaped recess 2031 of the fixed block
203. The lid 201 can then be installed onto the rotating shaft
204.

In an exemplary embodiment, when the lid 201 is dis-
mantled, a force is applied in the opposite direction to over-
come the resistance from the U-shaped clamping spring 206.
The rotating shaft 204 may then be disengaged from the
U-shaped recess 2031, thereby completing the disassembly.
In this embodiment, two ends of the bending portions 2061 of
the U-shaped clamping spring 206 extend to the through-
holes 2036 in the case of elastic deformation. This ensures
that the U-shaped clamping spring 206 develops sufficient
elastic deformation to disengage the rotating shaft 204 and
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also prevents the U-shaped clamping spring 206 from disen-
gaging along with the disengagement of the rotating shaft
204.

The present disclosure may be implemented by forming a
recess on a fixed block and a notch on a shell, and by installing
a clamping spring in the recess to clamp a rotating shaft. The
shape of the rotating shaft, the shape of the recess, the shape
of the notch, and the shape of the clamping spring are not
limited to those in FIG. 3-FIG. 7. The present disclosure,
including a release mechanism with a U-shaped clamping
spring, may make the assembly and disassembly of the lid
easier, and may prevent the shell from breaking when the lid
is subject to a high external force far away from the seat ring.

What is claimed is:

1. A release mechanism for a toilet lid, comprising:

a shell, including a notch formed on the top of said shell;

a fixed block, including a U-shaped recess corresponding
to the notch on said shell and formed on a top end of the
fixed block, a continuous U-shaped groove formed on a
bottom surface and two sides of the U-shaped recess;

a U-shaped clamping spring installed inside the U-shaped
groove and configured to engage with the U-shaped
groove; and

a rotating shaft comprising a tail portion, a central portion,
and a head portion;

wherein said rotating shaft is configured to rest in the
U-shaped recess on the fixed block, the tail portion of
said rotating shaft extending out of the fixed block, the
central portion and the head portion of said rotating shaft
positioned in the U-shaped recess, an end surface of the
head portion of the rotating shaft attaching to a side of
the U-shaped recess, and the U-shaped clamping spring
clamping the central portion of said rotating shaft;

wherein said rotating shaft is in the shape of a screw, the tail
portion and central portion of the rotating shaft forming
a column structure, the head portion of the rotating shaft
coaxial with the tail and central portions and forming the
head portion of the screw shape;

wherein the tail portion of the rotating shaft is formed by
beveling two sides of a front portion of a cylinder, the
un-beveled portion forming the central portion of said
rotating shaft, and the head portion is formed by tangen-
tially beveling two sides of a cylinder, the beveled sur-
face of the head portion being parallel to the beveled
surface of the tail portion of the rotating shaft;

wherein a diameter of the head portion of the rotating shaft
is greater than diameters of the tail portion and the cen-
tral portion of the rotating shaft, such that the tail portion
and the central portion of said rotating shaft form a step
structure with the head portion of the rotating shaft,
respectively;

wherein the bottom surface of the U-shaped recess of said
fixed block is a curved surface and is a stepped surface
from an edge of the fixed block to an innermost portion
of the fixed block.

2. The release mechanism as in claim 1, wherein the end
surface of the head portion of the rotating shaft and the end
surface of the tail portion of the rotating shaft are formed with
chamfer angles.

3. The release mechanism as in claim 1, wherein the fixed
block further comprises a plurality of screw installation holes.

4. The release mechanism as in claim 1, wherein a curva-
ture and length of said curved surface match a curvature and
length of the central portion of said rotating shaft, and a width
and height of said stepped surface match a width and height of
the step structure formed by the central portion of said rotat-
ing shaft and the head portion of the rotating shaft.
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5. The release mechanism as in claim 4, wherein the
U-shaped groove is formed in the U-shaped recess at a posi-
tion where it is connected to the curved surface and to the
stepped surface.

6. The release mechanism as in claim 5, wherein the
U-shaped recess includes a long rib located on an innermost
vertical side, the long rib running from a top end of the
U-shaped recess to a bottom end of the U-shaped recess.

7. The release mechanism as in claim 5, wherein a depth of
the U-shaped recess is greater than the diameter of the head
portion of the rotating shaft, such that the rotating shaft is
positioned within the fixed block.

8. The release mechanism as in claim 5, wherein a bottom
edge of the U-shaped clamping spring is arc-shaped, match-
ing the curvature of the central portion of said rotating shaft,
and the U-shaped clamping spring includes two arc bending
portions on side edges thereof, top ends of the two arc bending
portions extending outward, a distance between the two arc
bending portions being smaller than the diameter of the cen-
tral portion of the rotating shaft.

9. The release mechanism as in claim 8, wherein through-
holes are formed on the U-shaped groove at two opposite
sides in said U-shaped recess and at positions corresponding
to the top ends of the two arc bending portions of said
U-shaped clamping spring.

10. A fixed block of a rotating shaft for toilet lids, compris-
ing:

a U-shaped recess formed on the top end of said fixed

block; and

a continuous U-shaped groove formed on a bottom surface

and two sides of said U-shaped recess, and configured to
engage with a U-shaped clamping spring;

wherein the U-shaped clamping spring is configured to

clamp a central portion of a rotating shaft, and the
U-shaped recess is configured to attach to an end surface
of a head portion of the rotating shaft;

wherein the bottom surface of the U-shaped recess is a

curved surface, and is a stepped surface from an edge of
the fixed block to an innermost portion of the fixed
block, and said U-shaped groove is positioned in the
U-shaped recess so that it is connected to the curved
surface and to the stepped surface.

11. The fixed block as in claim 10, wherein a curvature and
length of said curved surface match a curvature and length of
the central portion of said rotating shaft, and a width and
height of said stepped surface match a width and height of a
step structure formed by the central portion of said rotating
shaft and the head portion of the rotating shaft.

12. The fixed block as in claim 10, wherein through-holes
are formed on the U-shaped groove at two opposite sides in
said U-shaped recess and at positions corresponding to top
ends of two arc bending portions of said U-shaped clamping
spring.

13. The fixed block as in claim 10, wherein a depth of the
U-shaped recess is greater than a diameter of the head portion
of'the rotating shaft, such that the rotating shaft is positioned
within the fixed block.

14. The fixed block as in claim 10, wherein said fixed block
further comprises a plurality of screw installation holes.

15. A fixed block of a rotating shaft for toilet lids, compris-
ing:

a U-shaped recess formed on the top end of said fixed

block; and

a continuous U-shaped groove formed on a bottom surface

and two sides of said U-shaped recess, and configured to
engage with a U-shaped clamping spring;
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wherein the U-shaped clamping spring is configured to
clamp a central portion of a rotating shaft, and the
U-shaped recess is configured to attach to an end surface
of'a head portion of the rotating shaft;

wherein the U-shaped recess includes a long rib located on 5

an innermost vertical side, the long rib running from a
top end of the U-shaped recess to a bottom end of the
U-shaped recess.

16. The fixed block as in claim 15, wherein a curvature and
length of said curved surface match a curvature and length of 10
the central portion of said rotating shaft, and a width and
height of said stepped surface match a width and height of a
step structure formed by the central portion of said rotating
shaft and the head portion of the rotating shaft.

17. The fixed block as in claim 15, wherein through-holes 15
are formed on the U-shaped groove at two opposite sides in
said U-shaped recess and at positions corresponding to top
ends of two arc bending portions of said U-shaped clamping
spring.

18. The fixed block as in claim 15, wherein a depth of the 20
U-shaped recess is greater than a diameter of the head portion
of the rotating shaft, such that the rotating shaft is positioned
within the fixed block.

19. The fixed block as in claim 15, wherein said fixed block
further comprises a plurality of screw installation holes. 25
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